
 

Rise to the Challenge Reading Program: 
Read a historical fiction book set before the 
year 1900 
 
Below are recommendations for historical fiction books that take place before the year 
1900. Find one that looks interesting and check it out! 

 
The Last Days of Night  
by Graham Moore 

 

 

Descriptors:​ New York City; Gilded Age; Legal Thriller; Inventors; Suspenseful 

 
Grace 
by Natashia Deón 

 

 

Descriptors:​ Slavery; Mothers and Daughters; Family Saga; Moving; Ghosts; Complex 

 
Wolf Hall  
by Hilary Mantel 

 

 

Descriptors:​ Tudor England; Henry VIII; Anne Boleyn; Court Intrigue; Intricately Plotted 

 
A Study in Scarlet Women 
by Sherry Thomas 

 

 

Descriptors:​ Mystery; Female Detectives; Victorian England; Sherlock Holmes Retelling 
 

 



 
Doc  
by Mary Doria Russell 

 

 

Descriptors:​ American West; Frontier Life; Doc Holliday; Wyatt Earp; Biographical Fiction 

 
The Wolf and the Watchman 
by Niklas Natt och Dag 

 

 

Descriptors:​ Sweden; Murder Investigation; Gritty; 1700s; Atmospheric; Bleak 

 
Fingersmith  
by Sarah Waters 

 
 

Descriptors:​ London; 1800s; LGBTQ; Gothic; Orphans; Swindlers; Betrayal; Suspenseful  
 

 
Jade Dragon Mountain 
by Elsa Hart 

 
 

Descriptors:​ Amateur Detectives; Murder Investigations; China; Librarians; 1700s 
 

 
Bringing Down the Duke 
by Evie Dunmore 

 
 

Descriptors:​ Victorian England; Romance; Suffragist Movement; Aristocracy 
 

 


