
 

20 in 2020:​ Read a book that scares you 
silly 
 
Below are recommendations for horror books that will give you a fright. Find one 
bloodcurdling book and check it out! 

 
Her Body and Other Parties  
by Carmen Maria Machado 

Genre:​ Fiction  
 

Descriptors: ​Women; Sexuality; Creepy; Thought-provoking; Short stories 
 

 
Horrorstor 
by Grady Hendrix 

Genre:​ Fiction  
 

Descriptors: ​Suspenseful; Retail stores; Haunted places; Offbeat parody; Picture book for 
adults 

 
The Hot Zone  
by Richard Preston 

Genre:​ Nonfiction  
 

Descriptors:​ Fast-paced; Sobering; Epidemics; Ebola virus; Narrative nonfiction 
 

 
House of Leaves  
by Mark Z. Danielweski 

Genre:​ Fiction  

 
Descriptors:​ Experimental; Intricate; Lovecraftian horror; Haunted houses; Unreliable 
narrator 
 

 



 

 
Let the Right One In  
by John Ajvide Lindqvist 

Genre:​ Fiction  

 
Descriptors:​ Bleak; Disturbing; Children; Vampires; Sweden 

 
 
The Library at Mount Char 
by Scott Hawkins 

Genre:​ Science Fiction 
 

Descriptors:​ Fantasy; Libraries; World-building; Complex & sympathetic characters 
 

NOS4A2 
by Joe Hill 

Genre:​ Fiction  
 

Descriptors:​ Fast-paced; Creepy clowns; Kidnapping children; Monsters; Good and evil 
 

The Ruins 
by Scott Smith 

Genre:​ Fiction  
 

Descriptors:​ Tourists; Excavations; Jungle survival; Relatable characters; Body horror 

 
Uzumaki Vol. 1-3 
by Junji Ito 
 
Genre:​ Graphic Novel 
 

Descriptors:​ Small town horror; Cursed; Darkly humorous; Teenage protagonists; Japan 
 

 


