
HORROR BOOKS FOR THE  
SQUEAMISH

TALES THAT PROVOKE FEAR IN A  
SUBTLE FASHION

Black House
Seventeen years after the Talisman, the author revisits its hero. Now in his 
thirties, Jack Sawyer remembers nothing from his adventures in the Territories, 
but he is suddenly drawn back there when young children are murdered in his 
small Wisconsin town.
King, Stephen and Peter Straub 

A Boy’s Life
Cory Mackenson witnesses a murder in his sleepy Alabama town and the twelve-
year-old boy must come to terms with the fact that someone in his trusted 
community is responsible for such evil.
McCammon, Robert

The Brief History of the Dead
An alternate universe called ‘the city’ is populated by the dead, but only for as 
long as they survive in the memories of those who still live. Meanwhile back on 
earth a virus is slowly destroying the entire population.
Brockmeier, Kevin

Danse Macabre
Anita Blake, a powerful vampire hunter has to contend with a vampire ballet 
troupe while also dealing with her own increasingly complicated private. This is 
the fourteenth book in a thrilling and witty series.
Hamilton, Laurell K.

The Haunting of Hill House
In this horror classic, four different people come together for a stay at the 
notorious Hill House. Events in the house are both physically alarming and 
emotionally terrifying.



Jackson, Shirley

The Lecturer’s Tale
After being fired from his university teaching job, Nelson Humbolt severs his right 
index finger. Once it is re-attached Nelson finds that he can control a person’s 
behavior simply by touching them with the repaired digit. 
Hynes, James

Rebecca
The second Mrs. De Winter is young and inexperienced and feels overshadowed 
at every turn by her husband’s adored dead wife Rebecca. If she is to escape her 
shadow, she must uncover Rebecca’s secrets, and thwart the plans of an 
obsessed housekeeper.
Du Maurier, Daphne

Something Wicked This Way Comes
When a carnival comes to a small Illinois town a week before Halloween, two 
adolescent boys are forever changed by its secrets, mysteries and horrors.
Bradbury, Ray

The Stolen Child
At the age of 7 Henry Day is kidnapped by hobgoblins who leave one of their own 
behind as an imposter. The chapters alternate between the experiences of the 
human Henry and his hobgoblin replacement. They meet again decades later.
Donohue, Keith

The Thirteenth Tale
Vida Winter is England’s most popular and mysterious author. Towards the end of 
her life she is finally willing to divulge her biggest secrets and chooses Margaret 
Lea, a rare bookseller to be her biographer. Winter’s life story unwinds in a 
stream of ghosts, lies and half -truths.
Setterfield, Diane

Wuthering Heights
A chance visitor caught in bad weather on the Yorkshire moors has to spend the 
night at a grim farmhouse. During his enforced stay he learns the tragic story of 
the wild gypsy Heathcliff who is forever haunted by his dead beloved, Catherine. 
Bronte, Emily 
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